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further to amend the Azad Jammu and Kashmir Interim

Constitution, 1974(VIII of 1974)

Bill

WHEREAS under Azad Jammu and Kashmir Interim
Constitution (Thirteenth Amendment) Act, 2018 (Act III of 2018),
the Election Commission has been empowered to conduct local
bodies elections besides general election of the Legislative

Assembly of Azad Jammu and Kashmir;

ANDWHEREAS the Election Commission has not been able
to take requisite measures to conduct free, fair and transparent
election of local bodies and multiple litigation is pending and a
number of complaints are made against the electoral rolls,

delimitation and division of existing revenue villages etc.;

AND WHEREAS it is expedient to review the existing
administrative mechanism besides revising the legislative and
financial powers and to further empower local bodies as
enshrined in Article 3-D of the Azad Jammu and Kashmir Interim

Constitution, 1974;

THEREFORE it has become necessary to establish a
separate Election Commission to exclusively focus on organizing
and conducting election of local bodies and to ensure the
transparency in preparation of electoral rolls, delimitation and

conduct of local bodies elections in a just and fair manner and

matter connected therewith and ancillary thereto;

It is hereby enacted as follows:-
(1) This Act may be

1. Short title and commencement.-
stitution

called the Azad Jammu and Kashmir Interim Con
(Fifteenth Amendment) Act, 2022.

Page 10f 8
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(2) It shall come into force at once and shall be deemed to

have taken effect from 01.01.2022.

Amendment in Article 50,(VIII of 1974).- In the Azad

Jammu and Kashmir Interim Constitution, 1974 (VIII of

1974), hereinafter referred to as the Constitution, in Article

50, in sub-Article (7),-

(i) the comma “(,)” after the word “Assembly” shall be
substituted by the word “and”; and

(i1) the words “and local government bodies”, shall be
omitted and shall be deemed always to have been so

omitted.

Amendment in Article 50-A, (VIII of 1974).- In the
numbered

Constitution, the existing Article 50-A shall be re
as 50-B and before that a new Article 50-A, shall be added

as under,-

«50-A Election Commission Local Bodies.- (1) There shall
be an Election Commission Local Bodies for Azad

Jammu and Kashmir.

(2) The Election Commission Local Bodies

shall consist of the Commissioner Local Bodies, who

shall act as the Chairman and one Member.

(3) The Commissioner Local Bodies and

Member shall be appointed by the Prime Minister,

after consultation with the Leader of the Opposition

in the Assembly:

Provided that in case there is no consensus

between the Prime Minister and the Leader of the
te list to the

Opposition, each shall forward separa

Page 20f 8
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Parliamentary Committee headed by the Speaker, for

considerations which may confirm any one name,

(4) The Parlinmentary Committee to be

constituted by the Speaker shall comprise fifty
percent members from the Treasury Benches and
fifty percent from the Opposition Parties, based on
their strength in the Assembly, to be nominated by

the respective Parliamentary Leaders:
Provided that the total strength of the
Parliamentary Committee shall be six members

excluding the Speaker.

(S) No person shall be appointed as

Commissioner Local Bodies unless he has been or is
qualified to be appointed as Judge of Supreme Court
or High Court or who has been a Civil Servant of

BPS-21 or above, in the Service of Azad Jammu and

Kashmir,
(6) No person shall be appointed as Member
unless he has been a District and Sessions Judge or

has been an officer of BPS-20, in the Service of Azad

Jammu and Kashmir.
(7) No person shall be eligible to be appointed
as Commissioner Local Bodies and Member after

sixty-five years of age.
(8) It shall be the duty of the Election
Commission Local Bodies to organize and conduct
the election for the Local Government Bodies and to
make such arrangements including delimitation of

Local Government Bodies etc. as are necessary to

Pago 3of 8
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cnsure that the election is conducted honestly,

Justly, fairly and in accordance with law.

9) The Election Commission Local Bodies
shall have such powers and perform such functions
as are conferred on it under the Constitution and

Act of Assemb]y_

(10) At any time when the office of

Commissioner Local Bodies is vacant or the
Commissioner Local Bodies is absent or unable to
perform the functions of his office due to any cause,
the Member Election Commission Local Bodies duly
appointed shall act as Commissioner Local Bodies
for a period not exceeding three months.

(11) Subject to this Article, the Commissioner
Local Bodies and Member, as the case may be, shall
hold office for a non-extendable term of three years
from the day he enters upon his office:

Provided that before entering upon his
office, the Commissioner Local Bodies shall, before
the President of Azad Jammu and Kashmir, and
Member shall before the Commissioner Local Bodies,

make oath in the form set out in First Schedule for

Commissioner Local Bodies or Member.

(12) The Commissioner Local Bodies and

Member shall not be removed from office without
consultation with the Leader of Opposition by the
Prime Minister:

Provided that before passing any order, the
Prime Minister may inquire into the matter through

Parliamentary Committee to be constituted under
Page 4 of 8
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sub-Article (4) and after inquiry, if he is of the
opinion that the Commissioner Local Bodies or
Member is incapable of performing the duties of his
office or has been guilty of misconduct, and that he
should be removed from office, the Prime Minister

may remove him from office.

(13) The Commissioner Local Bodies or Member

may by writing under his hand addressed to Prime

Minister, resign from his office.

(14) The Commissioner Local Bodies or Member
shall not,-
(a) hold any other office of profit in the Service

of Azad Jammu and Kashmir or Pakistan;

or
(b) occupy any other position carrying the
right to remuneration for the rendering of
such services.
(15) A person who has held office as

Commissioner Local Bodies or Member shall not
hold any office of profit in the Service of Azad

Jammu and Kashmir before expiration of two years

after he has ceased to hold that office.

The Election Commission Local Bodies

(16)
s may be

shall perform such other functions a
determined by an Act of Assembly.

It shall be the duty of all the executive
ammu and Kashmir to

Local Bodies in the

(17)
authorities in the Azad J

assist the Election Commission

discharge of its functions.

Page 50f 8

Scanned with CamScanner



4. Amendment in Fi

(18) The Government may make rules providing
for the appointment of the officers and servants to
be employed in connection with the functions of
Election Commission Local Bodies and for their

terms and conditions of employment:
Provided that on commencement of this

amendment Act, the employees transferred to the

Election Commission from office of Election

Commissioner Local Bodies, after the Azad Jammu

and Kashmir Interim Constitution (Thirteenth

Amendment) Act, 2018, shall stand transferred to

the Election Commission Local Bodies, on same

terms and conditions of service as werc applicable to

them:

Provided further that all assets and

liabilities, etc., transferred to Election Co
cal Bodies or

mmission

from office of Election Commissioner Lo

funds provided to Election Commission for conduct

of local bodies election, prior to commencement of

this Amendment Act, shall stand transferred to

Election Commission Local Bodies.”

irst Schedule, (VIII_of 1974).- In the

Constitution, in First Schedule,-

(i)

(i)

in form of oath of Auditor General, for the
expression

«50-A” the expression “50-B”, shall be substituted;

and
for Chiefl Election

after the form of oath
f oath shall

Commissioner, the following new form 0

be added,-
Page 60f8
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*COMMISSIONER LOCAL GOVERNMENT BODIES OR A
MEMBER

[See Article 50-A (11)]

b

[In the name of Allah, the most Beneficent, the most Merciful]

I, ___ . do solemnly swear that as

Commissioner Local Bodies or Member of the Election
Commission Local Bodies, 1 shall discharge my duties, and
perform my functions honestly, to the best of my ability,
faithfully in accordance with the Azad Jammu and Kashmir
Interim Constitution, 1974 and the law, and without fear or
favor, affection or ill will, and that I shall not allow my

personal interest to influence my official conduct or my

official decisions.

May Allah Almighty help and guide me (Ameen).”

Abatement of Local Bodies Election Proceedings.- On

commencement of this amendment Act, anything done,

action taken, proceeding initiated, orders passed, power
conferred or exercised and notifications issued by the Azad
Jammu and Kashmir Election Commission, regarding

election of local government bodies, shall stand revoked,

abated and cease to have an effect.
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